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About Me  

 

I am the state senator for the 14th Senate District. This session, I serve in Senate leadership as the caucus 

vice-chair. I was once again appointed chair of the Senate Committee on Agriculture and Tourism. I was 

also reappointed to the budget-writing Joint Committee on Finance. Additionally, I serve as a member of 

the Senate Committees on Mental Health, Substance Abuse Prevention, Children & Families, Universities & 

Revenue, and the State Building Commission. 

 

My husband, Tom, and I own and operate a John Deere equipment dealership. I started my career as a 

first grade teacher before operating Ballweg Implement with my husband. For 10 years I served in local 

government, and six of those years I was mayor of Markesan. At the state level, I was first elected to the 

Wisconsin State Assembly, where I served eight terms. In 2020, I was elected to the Wisconsin State 

Senate and am completing my first term. Throughout my time in the legislature, I have focused on polices 

that support our communities, families and the state’s agriculture and tourism industries. 

 

Childcare Funding in the 2023-2025 Biennial Budget 

 

The legislature invested in several programs in the current biennial budget to help provide affordable and 

quality childcare. The legislature provided $30 million for the Quality Care for Quality Kids program to fund 

the resumption of YoungStar bonuses to childcare providers. The budget also includes almost $45 million 

in new funding for Wisconsin Shares to provide direct assistance to low-income families. In addition to the 

funding for Wisconsin Shares, the phase-out threshold and co-pays were adjusted to smooth the cliff for 

families close to the income threshold. 

 

The legislature also continued the support of children in the child welfare system by increasing Kinship 

payments from $300 per month to $375 and increasing funding for local child support enforcement by 

over $20 million. I am also happy to have successfully advocated for a $5 million increase to the Boys and 

Girls Club, which provides excellent services and programming in our communities. Separately from the 

budget, I am proud of co-authoring 2023 WI Act 101 with Senator Quinn to expand the state’s child and 

dependent care tax credit so families can receive an average tax cut of $656. 

 
2023 Wisconsin Act 119 – Like-Kin  

 

This legislation expands the state’s kinship care program to include ‘like-kin’. This bill was supported by 

children and family organizations in Wisconsin as well as the tribal nations in the state. This legislation 

defines like-kin as an individual who has a significant emotional connection with a child or the child’s 

family that is similar to a familial relationship and who is not and has not previously been the child’s 

licensed foster parent. This legislation will be especially impactful for teens in Wisconsin and tribal nations 

who are in need of guardianship.  

 

Preliminary Sales Tax Collections 

The Wisconsin Policy Forum reported in July that preliminary 2024 data indicate that the growth of 

Wisconsin’s sales tax collections may be beginning to slow. The report says the state has seen “lower 

revenues in three of the first five months of 2024 than in the same months a year prior,” and “revenues 

have also been lower in 2024 than in 2023 for nearly half of the state’s counties that levy a sales tax.”  

 

This is preliminary data, and there is not yet a cause for concern, however we will monitor this closely. In 

January of 2025, we will also receive an analysis from the nonpartisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau on the 

condition of the state’s general fund before budget deliberations begin.  

 



 

2023 Act 12:  

Shared Revenue Updates 

Last year, the legislature introduced 

and passed a shared revenue 

proposal to increase state support for 

local governments. This legislation 

was negotiated between community 

leaders, the Wisconsin State 

Assembly, Wisconsin State Senate 

and the governor. Assembly Bill 245, 

now 2023 Wisconsin Act 12, made 

policy changes necessary to 

implement the increase to shared 

revenue funding. However, the actual 

funding for the provisions under this 

bill were included in the Wisconsin 

State Budget. The table shows the 

funding that will be provided to 

counties, as seen in the July 10, 2023 

projection. 

 

New Legislative Districts 

 

In December of 2023, the same 

court that selected the state’s 

legislative districts for the 2022 

election ruled those maps 

unconstitutional. Rather than 

continue with months of litigation 

at the taxpayers’ expense, the 

legislature passed maps that were 

submitted to the court by the 

governor.  

Under 2023 Act 94, the 14th 

Senate District will include all of 

Richland and Sauk counties and 

portions of Adams, Columbia, 

Dane, Juneau and Vernon 

counties. 

To view an interactive map of the new legislative districts, visit www.legis.wisconsin.gov.   

Office Services 

Legislative Citations – My office can produce commemorative plaques for Eagle Scout presentations, 

retirements, business milestones and more. Contact my office for details.  

State Agency Case Work – If you have questions on state statutes, need help with a license or state 

application or need information on other issues relating to state government, my staff can help connect 

you with those answers. 

Scan the QR code to sign up for my weekly e-update.                                                                

Follow Me on Facebook| Facebook.com/WISenBallweg 

Follow Me on Twitter | Twitter.com/SenBallweg 

County 

Existing 

County 

and 

Municipal 

Aid 

Supplemental 

County and 

Municipal Aid 

Total  

Aid 

Aid 

Increase 

% 

Adams 18,606 357,013 375,619 1,918.8 

Columbia 250,171 647,426 897,597 258.8 

Dodge 2,378,647 1,207,529 3,586,176 50.8 

Green 

Lake 
70,209 354,817 425,026 505.4 

Jefferson 1,177,235 965,947 2,143,182 82.1 

Juneau 939,510 627,424 1,566,934 66.8 

Marquette 62,231 286,669 348,900 460.7 

Sauk 474,842 841,256 1,316,098 177.2 

Waushara 55,115 369,007 424,123 669.5 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab245
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023/related/acts/12.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023/related/acts/94.pdf
http://www.legis.wisconsin.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/WISenBallweg
https://twitter.com/SenBallweg
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